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DearInterestedParty,

TheAspen-SoprisRangerDistrictof theWhiteRiverNationalForest(WRNF)is solicitingcomments
on aproposalfrom Aspen Skiing Company(ASC) to replacetheir existingBig Burn Chairliftat
SnowmassSki Area (Snowmass).This project is proposedwithin the SnowmassSpecialUsePermit
area(SUP)andis consistentwith the accepted2015 SnowmassMountain MasterDevelopmentPlan
(SMMDP). Theattachedmap (Figure 1) depictstheproject. Your commentson this proposalarebeingsoughtatthistime.Thisinformationisalsoavailableontheprojectwebpage:
ht_tps://www.fs.usdagov/project/‘PprojecFS 6986.

Purpose and Need

Thepurposeof theproposedprojectis to replacetheexistingBig BumChairli■,whichis reachingthe
endof its operationallifetimealter33yearsof use.Theexistinglift cannolongerprovidereliableand
consistentaccessto existing intermediateterrainat Snowmass.

Proposed Action

Snowmassproposesto replacetheBig Bum high-speeddetachablequadChairliftwith anew high-
speeddetachablesix-personChairlift.The designcapacityof the new Chairliftwould equalthat of the
existingChairlift(2,200peopleperhour).ThenewChairliftwouldbeinstalledin thesamealignment
astheexistingChairlift;however,thebottomterminalwouldbemovedapproximately250feetuphill
■'omthecurrent location (seeattachedFigure 1). The adjustmentof thebottomterminal would
improve circulation andli■ loading/unloadingat theterminal. TheproposedChairliftwould be
approximately7,400feetlongandnewlift carrierswouldbeinstalled,potentiallywith retractable
“bubble” coversto provide additionalpassengercomfort for the relatively exposed,high-elevation
alignment.

Snowmasswould useexcavators,bulldozers,front-end loaders,skid steers,forklifts, cranesand
helicoptersin orderto constructthetopandbottomterminalsandthelinetowers.Gradingand
constructionof the top terminal would requireapproximately0.5acreof disturbance.Thetop terminal
would beaccessedvia the existingBig Burn Work Road,which spanstheupperportion of the
existingChairlift(seeattachedFigure 1).Gradingandconstructionof thebottomterminalwould
result in approximately2.5 acresof disturbance.A new buriedpower line, measuringapproximately
420 feet,would beinstalledto power the bottomterminal. New line towersandfoundationswould be
installedin orderto meetChairliftengineeringcodes,which havebeenupdatedsincethe original
Chairliftwasinstalled.Installationof theconcretefoundationswouldresultin approximately0.5acreof disturbance.Concreteinstallation for thetop terminal, bottom terminal, andline towerswould be
“tailgated”from aconcretetruckor “trammed”intoplacevia front-endloaderorforklift. In total,the
proposedproject would result in approximately3.5acresof disturbance.All disturbedareaswould be
revegetatedper ASC RevegetationPlanspeci■cationsupon completionof theproject.

Constructionstagingwould occur in anapproximately4-acrestagingareaupslopeof thebottom
terminal site,andanapproximately3-acrestagingareanearPowderhomSaddle(seeattachedFigure
1).Stagingareaswouldbeusedto storeandstageall equipmentandmaterialsandto assembletheline
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towers,terminals,andchaircarriers.Thestagingareaswouldalsobeusedto stagehelicoptersfor line

tower foundationplacementandinstallation.

Categorical Exclusion

Due to theminimal amountof new disturbanceassociatedwith theproposedSnowmassBig Burn

Chairlift ReplacementProject,theWRNF is consideringcategoricallyexcludingthis project from

analysisin anenvironmentalassessment(EA) or environmentalimpactstatement(EIS). For a

ProposedActiontobecategoricallyexcludedfromfurtheranalysisin anBA orEIS,it must■toneof

thecategoriescontainedin ForestServiceHandbook1909.15Chapter30,andtherecanbeno

extraordinarycircumstancesrelatedto the speci■cProposedAction thatwould warrantfurther

analysis.Theproposalto replacetheBig Burn Chairlift■tsinto category31.2(3) “Approval,

modi■cation,orcontinuationof minorspecialusesofNFSlandsthatrequirelessthan■vecontiguous

acresof land.”

How to Comment and Timeframe

Written cements must be submitted via mail service, facsimile, electronic mail, or in person, and

comments concerning this action will be most helpful if received by or before October 22, 2019. Written

comments must be submitted to: Scott Fitzwilliams, c/o Monte L-utterman,Mountain Sports Ranger,

Aspen-Sopris Ranger District, 620 Main Street,Carbondale, CO 81623, FAX (970) 963-1012. The of■ce

businesshours for those submitting hand-delivered comments are: 8:00 am. to 4:30 p.m., Monday

throughFriday,excludingholidays.Electroniccommentsmustbesubmittedin a formatsuchasanemail

message,plain text (.txt), rich text format (.111),or MS Word (.docx). Commentsmay also be submitted

electronicallyat:hgps:l/cara.ecosystem-management.org[P__ublic/fCommentInput?Project=56986

Personscommentingshouldinclude: 1)name,address,telephonenumber,andorganization

represented,if any; 2) title of the projectof concern(i.e., SnowmassBig Burn Chairlift Replacement

Project);and3) speci■cfacts,concerns,or issues,andsupportingreasonswhy they shouldbe

considered.

Thispublicscopingperiodwill betheonlyopportunityfor individualsinterestedin oraffectedbythis

proposalto identify anypotentialextraordinaryconditionsor signi■cantissuesbeforetheResponsible

Of■cialmakesadecision.

Thankyou for your interestin ski areamanagementprojects.To requestfurther information on this

ProposedAction,pleasecontactMonteLutterman,MountainSportsRanger,Aspen—SoprisRanger

Districtmluttennan@fs.fed.us.

Sincerely,

■m,
COTT G. FITZWILLIAM

Forest Supervisor

cc: Monte Lutterman, Curtis Keetch, Devon Cotsarnire,Roger Poirier


